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Project Overview 

The agriculture and economy of the Grand Valley rely heavily on the Colorado River, as 

do the organisms that inhabit it. However, as drought worsens in the Grand Valley, both of these 

entities are threatened. The PHS Fish Hatchery project hopes to provide a solution to these 

issues. This project aims to establish a fish hatchery on the school grounds that supports the 

endangered fish of the Colorado River. This project will start by supporting the Razorback 

Sucker, which is an endangered fresh water sucker fish found in rivers and lakes in the 

southwestern United States. By aiding the endangered fish populations, water use in the Grand 

Valley, as we currently enjoy it, will continue to be protected under the Endangered Species Act. 

This is very important for food production and the overall local economy.  In addition to the 

economic and environmental benefits, this project will also provide students with learning 

opportunities and hands on experience with maintaining the fry. Overall the PHS Fish Hatchery 

is an incredible opportunity to help the community and will benefit the environment during this 

critical 15-year drought.  

 

 
[Image of a Razorback Sucker]  
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Hatchery Facility 

The US Fish & Wildlife Service will provide the hatchery fish tanks, the filtration 

system, the fish, fish feed and feeding systems, and any other components that are needed for the 

tank system. Palisade High School will provide a building to house the fish tanks, as well as 

students to work the fully equipped high school campus hatchery. There is already a building 

present that will be modified to accommodate the fry. The experience would be from fry to 

release into the Colorado River, which is directly behind Palisade High School.  

 

Hatchery Needs: 
 

 Keyed entry door/security door/well 

insulated 

 Fire alarm 

 Heating and cooling device to maintain 70o F 

 Insulation, walls & ceiling 

 Dehumidifier  

 Year round water supply 

 State inspection on electrical & plumbing 

 

  

[The current storage building that will be 

converted for the project] 

 

235 Gallon Fiberglass Fish 

Rearing Tanks 

150 Gallon HDPE Sump Tank 

Integrated Filtration 

System including dual filter 

bag, low head pump, air 

compressor, and sterilizer 

[Floorplan with filtration and tanks] 
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Filtration and Tank System 

700 gal system from Integrated Aqua Systems (3 – 235 gal tanks 48” x 30”) 

Model RAS-705, Recirculating Aquaculture System 

Includes: 

 Qty (3) Fiberglass Fish Rearing Tanks 48” Diameter x 30” Deep, 235-gallon max 

capacity each includes dual external standpipes, self-supported on legs. 

 Qty (1)150 gallon HDPE sump tank 30” x 36” x 32” (LxWxH) with integrated quad bag 

filtration system, gravity fed. 

 Qty (1)INTEGRATED Filtration System, model IFS-25 

IFS-25 Includes: 

 Qty (1)Dual bag filters with pressure gauges, true-union isolation plumbing 

 Qty (1)Low head energy efficient pump 25 gpm, 225 watts, 115v-60Hz, true-union 

isolation plumbing 

 Qty (1)Air compressor for Biofilter/Tanks 3 cfm @ 2 psi, 90 watts, 115v. 

 Qty (1)50-watt high output UV sterilizer mounted in FRP strut bracket includes flow 

protection with low flow cutout. 

*System is skid mounted to a (48” x30”) FRP skid, pre-plumbed and pre-wired to GFCI 

electrical outlet. Single point 115v electrical required. System is water tested, electrically tested 

and documented prior to shipping. 

 Qty (1)Model MBBR-29, Moving Bed Bioreactor Biofilter with 10 cubic feet IAS 

BioElements™ Biofiltration Media, air distribution manifold, dual outlet ports for gravity 

return to tanks. 

*System includes 3D CAD design drawings to illustrate design and provide a basis for 

installation. 
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Benefits 

Palisade High School students who take classes that interact with the PHS Fish Hatchery 

project would receive high school academic credit in classes such as River Dynamics, 

Chemistry, Biology, Environmental Science, Math and Literacy to name a few. The educational 

benefits would be far reaching and would allow our graduates a unique way to stand out on the 

pathway to college.  

As a farming community, Palisade would benefit from this project. Palisade is well 

known for raising all types of fruits and vegetables with apple, cherry, peach, pear and plum 

trees being planted as early as the 1890’s. The agriculture in Palisade is successful due to the 

unique climate and the presence of the Colorado River, which provides irrigation water to the 

farmlands. Therefore, supporting the endangered fish of the Colorado River through the PHS 

Fish Hatchery project allows Palisade more access to this critical irrigation water, supporting the 

community as a whole.  

The Department of Fish and Wildlife will benefit from having an ongoing method for 

raising endangered fish that can cause water resources to be restricted when fish habitats are 

threatened. This is a key reason why the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is willing to provide PHS 

Fish Hatchery with help and materials. 

The PHS Hatchery experience will also provide our Colorado community with a source 

of pride as we create a trailblazing opportunity. Our example of cooperation across lines of 

boundaries such as our local school district, water boards, and government entities could set an 

important example to benefit other communities looking to create change. 

 

 

[Palisade peach orchard in bloom] 
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About Palisade High School 

Palisade High School is a comprehensive, four-year public high school with an 

enrollment of 1050 students, a drop-out rate of 1%, and a graduation rate of 91.5%. 52% of PHS 

students receive free/reduced lunch, 31% of students are of a minority, and 10% of students have 

a disability. 

Originally built in 1902, Palisade High School staff and students moved into a new 

facility 90 years later, in 1992. A staple of the Palisade community for more than 100 years, 

PHS, an International Baccalaureate World School, is also part of broad, global network of 

schools. The only IB World School in District 51, Palisade offers a robust and thriving Diploma 

Programme which aims to help students grow against the learner profile. PHS is in the process of 

adding a Middle Years Programme as well, so all students have access to an IB education. In 

addition to the Diploma Programme, PHS offers Advanced Placement (AP) classes and other 

pathways toward college and career readiness, including an apprenticeship program. 

Palisade has a reputation as an outstanding school, a reputation cemented by earning the 

Governor's Distinguished Improvement Award four years in a row (2011-2014). While PHS is 

often celebrated for successful athletics and extracurricular programs, it is a culture of high 

expectations that helps Palisade maintain its standing as a school of excellence in the State of 

Colorado. An integral part of Palisade's culture is the PACK program, a system of interventions 

that supports students as they challenge themselves to grow while also holding students 

accountable for their learning and behavior. With PACK and so many world-class academic 

options, PHS students graduate equipped to participate productively and responsibly in both their 

local and global communities. 
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Costs 

We have a building on campus that we can convert to be used for the hatchery. We have 

school district approval to do this conversion. What we are trying to do now is raise funds for the 

building conversion. We have to meet fire safety requirements for a student learning room. It 

won’t be a traditional classroom. It will be more like a science lab but it still has to be brought up 

to current fire code and HVAC standards. 

We have an original bid of $82,910 from PNCI Construction for the cost of the building 

conversion. Recently, a District #51 electrician, Brian Scherping, worked through the summer to 

create a bid that was much more affordable. His bid came in at $25,000. This bid includes the 

use of PHS construction tech students to help with the building upgrades. In short, we are 

looking for funding. We have community to support to help with many aspects of the minor 

details of the conversion but are hoping to find a grant or donation to help with the larger part of 

the expense of this innovate and widely beneficial PHS Fish Hatchery project. 

Three of our PHS Seniors have raised $1500 by selling peaches and donating scholarship 

award money earned, to help find funding for this project and are hoping to raise more. The PHS 

Fish Hatchery is easy to support once people understand how beneficial the project truly is. We 

are hoping you might help direct us toward some ideas for funding. 

 

 

[Isabelle Haderlie and Kaleb Hawkins selling peaches at PHS back to school registration] 
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Team Members 

Patrick Steele 

Patrick Steele is a science teacher at Palisade High School.  Mr. 

Steele has been a science teacher for 18 years and has taught at 

Palisade since 2007.  He teaches a variety of science classes which 

include: River Dynamics, General Chemistry, Environmental 

Science and IB Environmental Systems & Societies. Patrick will 

be the PHS Fish Hatchery Project Director working with Mike 

Gross of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife. Mr. Steele will oversee the day 

to day student campus operations and coordinate efforts with 

school staff and administrators. 

 

Dan Bollinger  

Daniel Bollinger is the Principal at Palisade High School. Mr. 

Bollinger taught math in middle and high school for 10 years prior 

to his 14 years as an Administrator.  Along with teaching, he has 

coached volleyball, wrestling, baseball and football. He is a 

Director for the Wrestling Officials Association, serves on the 

Palisade Little League Board and is a Board Member of the D51 

Foundation.  Mr. Bollinger is passionate about the community he 

serves and the activities that draw people from around the country 

to visit. 

 

Mike Gross 

Mike Gross is a Fish Culturist at Ouray National Fish Hatchery-

Grand Valley Unit. Over the last decade or so, Mike has built a 

public education and outreach program at this small hatchery that 

provides tours to about 1,000 people a year. Mike has also 

partnered with personnel from Colorado Parks and Wildlife to 

administer an “Aquarium in the Classroom” program, which 

allows local school kids to raise endangered fish in their school 

classrooms. Mike has established a great rapport with local 

educators and business professionals, many of which return year 

after year to tour the Ouray National Fish Hatchery.  
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Graduate Team Members 

Isabelle Haderlie 

Isabelle Haderlie is a 2018 International Baccalaureate diploma 

graduate from Palisade High School. She now attends Texas A&M 

University in College Station where she is pursuing a Biology 

degree with a minor in Oceanography. She plans to graduate in 

2022. She is a member of EIC (Environmental Issues Committee) 

at Texas A&M, where she is working with the school to possibly 

establish a similar fish hatchery project. Her hobbies include going 

to live music concerts and visiting her PHS classmate and college 

rival, Kaleb Hawkins, in Austin. 

                      

Kaleb Hawkins 

Kaleb Hawkins graduated from Palisade High School in 2018, with 

an International Baccalaureate diploma. He now attends the 

University of Texas in Austin and plans to graduate in 2022. Kaleb 

volunteers at a local television station in Austin where he helps 

with screenwriting, runs cameras and acts. Over the summer, 

Kaleb plans to return home to Colorado to work at C&R Farms in 

Palisade where he helps pack and sell peaches. In his free time, 

Kaleb plays his ukulele and loves listening to music. Kaleb is 

currently pursuing a degree in screenwriting. 
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Student Team Members  

Levi Van Pelt 

Levi Van Pelt is an international Baccalaureate student at Palisade 

High School, graduating in May of 2019. Levi is in Speech and 

Debate where he participates in Public Forum Debate with James 

Soria. Levi is a member of Earth Club, where he assists in doing 

the schools recycling and creating a more earth conscious 

environment, and Debate Club, where he teaches new members 

and underclassmen the fundamentals of debate. Levi is passionate 

about environmental science and intends to pursue a degree in such 

when he gets to college. 

 

James Soria 

  

James Soria is an International Baccalaureate student at Palisade 

High School and graduates in May of 2019. James Soria is a 

member of the Speech and Debate team and is partners with Levi 

Van Pelt in the Public Forum event. James is a member of the 

Earth Club as well where he assists in recycling and creating the 

Earth a better place. James is passionate in civil construction but 

also takes the environment into account. His goal is to pursue a 

degree in Civil Engineer. 
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Parent and Community Members 

Brian Scherping 

Brian Scherping has been a School District 51 employee for ten 

years and is employed as a Master Electrician. Brian has been an 

Electrical Contractor in the state of Colorado since 1999. He has 

been a General Contractor in Mesa County for nearly as long. 

Brian has built many houses and built his first home at the age of 

28. He has been involved with construction his whole life, working 

for his father, who was also a general contractor. Mr. Scherping 

graduated from Mesa College with a degree in Biology and a 

minor in Chemistry. So, he has good understanding of the needs of 

a fish hatchery and knows Palisade High School like the back of 

his hand, which will make him the perfect foreman for the 

Hatchery construction project. For this reason, Brian will serve as 

the Construction Leader/Foreman for the PHS Fish Hatchery 

project. He loves to teach people about the construction trade. In 

fact, both of his sons are in the construction trade. Brian looks 

forward to working with our construction technology students at 

PHS, teaching them what he knows about the trade.  

 

Laurie Haderlie 

Laurie Haderlie is a parent of a PHS 2018 graduate and divides her 

time between two residences; one in Texas and the other in 

Colorado. Laurie has served as co-chair of School District 51 

Gifted & Talented Advisory Committee (2011-2014) and co-chair 

of Western Colorado Association of Gifted and Talented (2014-

2017). She was an active member of the PHS Community 

Advisory Council beginning in 2013. She continues to participate 

in the PHS Fish Hatchery project by assisting with fundraising, 

networking for grants and publicity. Laurie believes the PHS Fish 

Hatchery project will have far reaching benefits to PHS students, 

the community of Palisade and to the Grand Valley. 

. 
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David Miller 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

David Miller, is a 14 year employee-owner of Alpine Bank 

(Senior Vice President and Green Team Chairperson) with his 

office in Clifton.  He assists customers and prospects achieve 

their business objectives via effective use of electronic banking 

products and services.  He also chairs Alpine Bank’s award-

winning 15 year old ISO 14001-registered Green Team--- a Gold 

Member of Colorado’s Environmental Leadership Program and 

“24-Karat Gold Challenge” Trophy Winner, 2016 Inductee into 

the International Green Industry Hall of Fame, and Colorado 

Sustainability Team Champion in 2009.  He is contributing his 

Green Team environmental knowledge and expertise to the Fish 

Hatchery project. 

David believes strongly in giving back to the community as a 

Palisade resident and active volunteer. For 10+ years he has 

served on the Palisade High School Community Advisory 

Council (chair for four years), chairs the KRMJ Local Advisory 

Committee for Rocky Mountain PBS (Grand Junction, CO), 

serves as VP Board of Managers, Falcon Pointe Resort 

Condominium Association, (Avon, CO), serves as an 

ambassador for Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp (Hillside, CO), 

and is an IT consultant to the Western Colorado Community 

Foundation.  He brings this community knowledge and 

leadership experience to the Fish Hatchery project. 

 



 
  

13 
 

 2018 - 2019 

2019 Updates 

We are excited to share this updated prospectus with you! You will find the following important 

information in this new section of the PHS Fish Hatchery 2019 Prospectus: 

 

 A Press Release...We have begun to receive recognition for our unique project from the 

School District and the community, to include KREX news channel 5 and the Grand 

Junction Daily Sentinel 

 

 A Biography of Brian Scherping...We have a secured a person to oversee the construction 

of the building site. 

 

 An academic plan for Palisade High School 

 

 A series of updated construction bids...We have reduced our costs to launch our project 

from the original estimate of $82,000, to $25,000! 

 

We look forward to your support for this creative and innovative project! 
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PHS Fish Hatchery Academic Profile and Plan 

In the last couple of years, School District #51 and Palisade High School have adopted a new 

learning model frequently referred to as Performance Based Learning. In that model, now known 

as the Middle Years Programme (MYP) at PHS, teachers focus not only on content knowledge, 

but also on concepts, local and global issues, and interdisciplinary connections. This approach to 

teaching and learning also stresses the importance of students taking ownership for their learning 

and developing problem-solving skills through creativity and collaboration. Because the 

International Baccalaureate’s Middle Years Programme is encourages students to make practical 

connections between their studies and the real world, PHS aims to give students many 

opportunities to better understand and share in their responsibility for their community. We 

believe that students learn best when their learning experiences have context and connections to 

their lives and their world.  

The foundation of this model is composed of 16 interdisciplinary concepts that can be 

summarized into four basic categories: Inquiring and Analyzing, Developing Ideas, Creating the 

Solution, and Evaluating. Each discipline of study then has concepts that are taught in relation to 

these four basic categories. A unifying thread throughout all MYP subject groups are the 

Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills. When students develop their social, thinking, research, 

communication and self-management skills, they grow into more self-directed and confident 

learners, able to apply their academic knowledge and skills in unfamiliar contexts. Another 

cornerstone of the MYP programme is the personal project that all students complete by the end 

of their sophomore year. The MYP projects are highly personalized and inquiry-driven; wherein, 

students, with the guidance and encouragement of a mentor, engage in practical explorations 

over an extended period of time. For all that is described above, it should not be surprising that 

the PHS learning community is rallying behind mottos like, “Education for a better world” and 

“Think Globally, Act Locally.” Similarly, we recognize that the PHS Hatchery as an important 

education instrument in helping us engage students in learning experiences and projects 

indicative of what is described above.  

The implementation of the PHS Fish Hatchery Project at Palisade High School will be a vehicle 

that provides a very strong means for both students and teachers to meet requirements of the 

MYP model of learning. The use of aquaculture systems in the classroom is innately 

interdisciplinary; not only with a variety of disciplines in science and math, but throughout all 

school subjects. Our vision at Palisade High School is to use the fish hatchery as a mechanism to 

link the concepts taught in all of our classes. For starters, the construction tech class at PHS will 

be tackling the internal framing and insulation work on the building that will house the fish 

hatchery. These students will also be building a secured shed next to the hatchery to hold 

equipment and tools that will be used within the hatchery as well as our Outdoor Classroom 

facility. The construction tech students will be working right alongside the project manager 

(Brian Scherping), gaining good insight to the development of construction projects. Engineering 
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concepts will be applied with the construction of the aquaculture system itself. The partnership 

with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Colorado River Endangered Fisheries Project will 

allow students to work with professionals to learn how to build an aquaponics system and the 

mechanics that go with it, as well as being able to find solutions to problems within the system 

when maintenance is needed.  

After the hatchery is built and ready to use, the USFWS will deliver 300-500 razorback sucker 

fry and place them in the aquaculture tanks. This will enable teachers to provide a hands on look 

at the life cycle of fish as students monitor the growth of the fish throughout the school year and 

from one school year to the next. Teachers in the District #51 have worked over the last two 

years to create a new freshmen level Environmental Science course that is required for all 

freshmen to take. This course is aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) that 

provides teachers with guidance on cross-curricular content connections, engineering 

connections and practical mathematics connections. This means that all freshmen at PHS will 

have the opportunity to use the fish hatchery as a basis of study in each unit within the course. 

From studying Earth’s History and the timeline that Razorback Suckers have lived in the 

Colorado River Basin, to studying how endangered fish impact the Colorado River as a Natural 

Resource for freshwater in the west. Freshmen students will study Weather and Climate, which 

will help them to understand ebb and flow of river cycles and the impact that has on aquatic life 

in the river. The ecology unit will lend itself to the study of Razorback Sucker habitat and the 

need to protect it. Finally, the unit on Population Dynamics and Human interactions will give 

students the skills to evaluate the impact the humans have on endangered fish populations and 

what can be done to help sustain healthy populations of those fish. The freshmen year of high 

school is the most important year of high school to determine a successful outcome for the 

student. At Palisade High School, we have worked hard to make sure that we provide academic 

accountability, academic guidance, avenues for involvement and a sense of belonging for all of 

our freshmen students. We feel that with the use of the fish hatchery, PHS can now provide a 

great connection between students’ academic life, their personal experiences and the natural 

world around them. With this students can have a better understanding on where they fit in the 

natural world and how their behaviors can impact the resources that those that live in the 

Colorado River Basin rely on.  

At Palisade High School, all of the sophomores are required to take Biology. District #51 

recently updated the Biology curriculum as well, which also aligns to the NGSS standards. This 

new update provides the capability for teachers to use the fish hatchery to teach concepts in the 

units of Biochemistry, Cell Structure and functions, Heredity, Gene expression, Evolution and 

Structure/Functions of Organisms. This means that in the first two years of education at PHS, 

every student in the school will have used the PHS Fish Hatchery as a modality for their 

learning…and that is just through two science courses.  

In fact, there is not one science class at PHS where the installation of a fish hatchery would not 

enrich the current curriculum. Chemistry classes will focus on the importance of water quality 
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testing, physics classes will study water flow dynamics, water pressure within pump systems and 

electrical loads needed to run the hatchery. Zoology classes will study the anatomy of the fish, 

the characteristics that make razorback suckers unique and the behavior of the fish in a confined 

space verses their natural environment. The River Dynamics course will use the hatchery to 

correlate the Colorado Parks & Wildlife’s RiverWatch program to compare the chemistry of the 

Colorado River to that within the hatchery. This class will also work on habitat recovery projects 

relative to the endangered species within the Colorado River. In addition, watershed management 

and water law will be studied and evaluated, which builds a more knowledgeable citizen in 

regards to water use. We also foresee the technological applications and skills of further use of 

Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to help track the migration of the endangered species 

and the implementation of an underwater camera in the hatchery tanks (called the “Razorback 

Cam”) to be able to view the fish in the tank for a variety of studies.  

Furthermore, the upper level science courses at Palisade High, which include A.P. 

Environmental Science, IB Environmental Systems and Societies and IB Biology will use the 

hatchery to advance the study of their aquatic ecosystems units to include long term data analysis 

of a variety of aspects of the hatchery. The IB students will be able to use the fish hatchery as a 

basis for Internal Assessment and Extended Essay design experiments, as well as the ability to 

use the hatchery as a source for the mandatory C.A.S. (Creativity, Action and Service) project. 

This also leads into the use of the hatchery as a focal point for the sophomores at PHS and their 

“personal projects”, a requirement for the MYP status.  

Within the MYP programme at PHS, one of the requirements is to show interdisciplinary work 

between subject groups. With that, the science department has partnered with the English 

Language department to devise a unit where students use scientific studies to become better 

scientific writers. Once the hatchery is built, we see the fish hatchery as a foundation of this 

interdisciplinary unit, giving students a practical way to learn the aspects of scientific writing and 

persuasive writing using the Toulmin model of writing. This interdisciplinary unit also makes 

way for the plan of students giving fish hatchery semester update reports to the community, 

where students not only perfect their writing skills but also their public speaking skills. The ELA 

teachers at PHS also have plans to incorporate journal writing and creative writing that is 

centered on the fish hatchery and endangered fish habitat.  

The math department is working on plans to incorporate the fish hatchery in the “data analysis” 

units within the various levels of math. The Social Studies department sees the fish hatchery 

fitting in with the work that they do with mapping and GIS, geography and the economic 

benefits of endangered fish recovery programs. The hatchery lends itself to the promotion of fish 

art, where students grow their artistic abilities through the detailed sketching of the fish and/or 

the use of the Razorback sucker as a focal point of creative art designs. With this, students will 

be able to see the correlation between science and art; and the need for good artistry to depict the 

fish in the hatchery and in the wild. Inspirational local and regional artists like Paul Gray and W. 

Howard Brandenburg could coordinate with staff and students on the importance of art in the 
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sciences and show the significance of endangered species inspired art work. The great thing is 

that this fits right in with the Scientific Drawing sketchbooks that students currently use in their 

biology classes.  

As one might see, Palisade High School has distinct plans on how and where to incorporate an 

endangered fish hatchery into the curriculum of many courses. We feel that this fish hatchery 

could become a cornerstone to engage and inspire student learning throughout a large variety of 

subject areas. However, the long-term vision with the PHS fish hatchery is to not keep this 

mechanism for learning just in the hands of those at PHS, but to open it up to any school or class 

that would be willing to come out to PHS and use it. We plan to reach out to the feeder 

elementary and middle schools, as well as other local high schools with hopes of inspiring 

similar projects at the schools that visit. Also, we foresee a growing partnership with programs at 

Colorado Mesa University, where we would work with professors like Eric Hanson (the head of 

CMU’s fisheries curriculum), Deb Kennard and Stephanie Matlock Cooley. We will bring in 

guest speakers that are professionals in the various careers that have a direct link to the study and 

preservation of these prehistoric Razorback sucker fish; for example, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department of Natural Resources, 

those involved with the Colorado River Water Conservation Board, meteorologists, 

climatologists and a variety of agriculturists, just to name a few.  

Palisade High School is a school that has high expectations for both students and staff and the 

implementation of the fish hatchery into the school system will only help in exceeding those 

expectations. Not only will it enrich the education of all the students at PHS, but it will be an 

invaluable resource to other schools and the Grand Valley community.  

  



 
  

18 
 

 2018 - 2019 

 

Press Release-Palisade High Works to Open New Fish Hatchery 

 

Palisade, CO – Palisade High School 

hopes to turn a storage building at the 

school into a fish hatchery with support 

from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

which will provide food, aquatic supplies, 

and fish for the hatchery. 

The hatchery will consist of three, 230-

gallon tanks that can each stock 

approximately 150 endangered fish. 

Once the fish are big enough to leave the hatchery, they will be released into the 

nearby Colorado River.  

In addition to increasing the population of endangered species of fish in the 

Colorado River, the hatchery will offer students in all disciplines a chance to learn in 

a hands-on way. Students will measure the fish, analyze their habitat and food-to-

growth ratios, learn about life cycles, and draw inspiration from the hatchery for 

writing assignments, to name just a few of the ways the hatchery will be 

incorporated into curriculum at PHS.  

Students from the Class of 2018 helped raise nearly $1,500 for the hatchery, but 

Palisade High School science teacher Pat Steele is working to raise a total of 

$25,000 to complete the project. He will work this year with a few seniors from 

Palisade’s International Baccalaureate Programme to approach possible funding 

groups.  

Anyone interested in donating to or learning more about the hatchery can email 

patrick.steele@d51schools.org. 

 

Photo Credit: U.S. National Park Service 
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New Team Members 

Brian Scherping  

PHS Fish Hatchery project is happy to add to its team Brian Scherping. Brian is a 

School District 51 employee and is employed as a Master Electrician. Brian has a 

General Contractors license and understands what is needed to get the 

Hatchery construction project completed.  Brian will be the Construction 

Leader/Foreman for the PHS Fish Hatchery project. 

After meeting with a couple of electrical engineers, we found that it will not be 
necessary to dig a trench for electrical line from the school to the Hatchery 
building. This will cut our cost down considerably.  

 
Brian was able to secure various bids for the conversion needs of the building. 
Overall, the total costs came to just over $19,000. This includes using students 
that are in the Palisade High School Construction class to help with some of the 
framing and insulation installation. This is yet another creative way to solve our 
own problems and create learning opportunities for students. It also builds a 
sense of ownership and pride in the school Hatchery project and the community 
as a whole. 

 
Brian suggested that we work to get funding for $25,000, to allow for 
incidentals, as they often occur in construction projects. Attached are the 
updated bids for the construction conversion of the Hatchery building.  

  
Brian Scherping has done amazing work for the PHS Fish Hatchery project. He 
has helped us put the dream within reach! 

 
If you would like to support us in making the dream a reality, please contact: 
 
Patrick Steele, Science Department 
Palisade High School 
3679 G Rd., Palisade, CO 81526 
970.254.4800   ext. 25291 
Patrick.Steele@d51schools.org 

 
Thank you! 

  

mailto:Patrick.Steele@d51schools.org
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